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Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

Motion on Notice from Councillor Dr Hall 

 

Motion on Notice from Councillor Dr 

Hall 

For Full Council on 16 December 2020 

 

Text of Motion 

“Given the Government’s recent announcements about its determination to bring high speed 

fibre broadband to the rural areas of the UK that do not have it, this Borough Council 

resolves to send the letter below to the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and 

Sport, The Rt. Hon. Oliver Dowden, M.P. We urge him to lobby either the Chief Executive of 

Openreach, or of BT, or preferably both, to upgrade all broadband to Superfast Fibre in the 

rural areas of this borough. This is a simple request by which we could level up the speeds of 

rural broadband in line with, at least, the legal minimum of 10 Mbps. With the added pressure 

of residents working from home, our speeds are less than glacial, with 0.59 (upload) and 

1.39(download). 

Once complete, this will ensure that the thousands of residents in TWBC and the many 

hundreds of rural businesses, usually all located far away from the centre of the villages, in 

the rural hinterland, may flourish even under Covid and lockdown and will have a head start 

when we are free of this crisis and back to normal. 

Letter – 

Dear Secretary of State,  

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council is writing to you formally to lobby you to contact the Chief 

Executive of Openreach, or BT, or preferably both, to upgrade, with immediate effect, all rural 

broadband within the Borough of Tunbridge Wells to Superfast fibre and in superfast time. 

Wi-Fi is glacial in many rural places here and, with the added pressure of so many people 

working from home, it is even slower than glacial much of the time.  

We shall need to turbo-charge the economy, when the dangers of Covid recede, and many 

of us could start now, if only we had the digital means to do so. In the modern world those 

means equate with adequate broadband.  

We await your prompt response, as this is really urgent and was due to be installed certainly 

in the Goudhurst and Curtisden Green area at the beginning of 2020, as we had had our 

vouchers ready for over two years, but it seems it did not quite reach us, even though several 

little enclaves of a dozen houses or so between Goudhurst and CG did have it installed.  



We in the rural areas are in a digital black hole with upload speeds like 0.59 and download 

speeds of 1.39Mbps. If we are having to use broadband speeds below the legal minimum, 

shouldn’t the Gov’t have to sue Openreach on our behalf?   

Yours sincerely,  

Alan McDermott, Leader Tunbridge Wells Borough Council.” 


